CHAPTER 1 ProJECT AREA CHARACTERISTICS

I. PROJECT AREA CHARACTERISTICS

A. LocaTion

The Crooked Creek watershed is situated within the Pittsburgh L ow Plateau Section of theAppala-
chian Plateau (Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources[DCNR], 1999), and
encompasses portionsof Indianaand Armstrong Counties. Theboundary of the study areaconsistsof the
portion of the Crooked Creek watershed from the confluence with Plum Creek in Armsrong County and
upstream to the headwaters (Figure 1).

Theheadwaters of Crooked Creek’smainstem originate near thevillage of Onbergin Rayne Town-
ship, IndianaCounty, Pennsylvania. From thislocation, Crooked Creek flows northward approximately 4
milestothe Nationa Register Listed Kintersburg Bridge before turning west-southwest to its confluence
withtheAllegheny River approximately 1 milesouth of Ford City, Pennsylvania

Crooked Creek’stwo largest tributaries, the North and South Branches of Plum Creek, aresituated in
the northern portion of thewatershed in South Mahoning Township, IndianaCounty, Pennsylvania. Plum
Creek North Branch originatesnear Plumville, while Plum Creek South Branch beginsnear Ambrose. Each
followsasouthwest course beforejoining to form themain stem of Plum Creek just north of Gastown, Plum
Creek Township, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania

B. Sze
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The contributory drainage of theentire Townships
Crooked Creek watershed isapproximately 292
squaremilesin area (186,880 acres) (Pennsylvania Armstrong Cowanshannock
Department of Environmental Protection[PADEP], Cherry Hil Plum Creek
1989). Thestudy areafor the Crooked Creek East Mahoning
Watershed Conservation Plan coverstheentire Rayne
watershed in IndianaCounty and asmall section of South Mahoning
the Plum Creek watershed in Armstrong County; Washington
totaling 195 square miles (125,067 acres). This White
plan examinesapproximately 28 river miles(r.m.) Boroughs
along Crooked Creek, contains sectionsof 23 Croekad A q
named tributaries, and encompasses portionsof 15 r Sde twoo
municipalitiesintwo counties(Figures1 & 2, Table Marion Center Elderton
1-1). Shelocta Plumville

C. ToPOGRAPHY

The Crooked Creek basin exhibitsaden-
dritic, or branch-like, drainage pattern, whichis

Tablel-1 Crooked Creek Water shed

Municipalities

characteristic of streamswithintheAllegheny River watershed. Topography aong Crooked Creek’smain
stem, dthough highly variable, isdominated by wide bottomland floodplains, extending up to approximately
2000feet from the stream. Asdiscussed under the Land Resources Section, many of thesefloodplain
regions have been converted to agricultural use. Themain stemsof Plum Creek North and South Branch
also exhibit smilar characteristics, with bottomlands extending up to 1000 feet from the stream margin.
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Along themain stemsof Crooked and Plum Creek, numerous areas of steep, forested dopesareaso
present. Thesedopesoccur morefrequently withinthe headwatersand generally extend one-quarter to
one-half mileoutward from the stream margin beforeleveling to aplateau.

Thehighest point within thewatershed isapproximately 1720 feet above sealevel andislocatedinthe
northeastern section of the watershed, adjacent to Rayne Run and just west of Marion Center, PA. The
lowest elevation occursat Plum Creek’s confluence with Crooked Creek and isapproximately 980 feet
abovesealevel. Thischangein channd eevationyieldsavertical drop of approximately 740 feet.

D. Lanp Use

1. Hoodplain Management

Thereareboth federa and state floodplain management regul ationsaffecting devel opment in Pennsyl-
vania. TheNationa Floodplain Insurance Program (NFIP) establishesthefederal standards, whilethe
PennsylvaniaF oodplain Management Act (Act 166) establishesthe stateregulations.

For theresidentsof amunicipality to bedigibleto participatein the NFIP, it must enact an ordinance
that meetsthe minimum requirements established by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
A participating municipality must regulate al construction and development withinthose areasthat have been
identified by FEMA asbeing flood prone. The NFIP definesdevel opment as:

...Any manmade changeto improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to
buildingsor other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation, or drilling
operations (PennsylvaniaDepartment of Community and Economic Devel opment [DCED],
1999).

To regulate devel opment within flood-prone areas, the municipality must enact an ordinancerequiring
abuilding permit before construction or devel opment takesplace. Thisensuresthat themunicipality hasa
chancetoreview all proposed activitiesfor compliance with gpplicablefloodplain management regul ations.

Under thisdefinition, amost any new structureswould requireapermit. Exceptionsto the permit
request would include activitiesthat have no direct bearing on increasing flood damage or aggravating
flooding conditions.

All of themunicipalitieswithin the study areahave adopted floodplain management ordinances. Sev-
era typesof ordinances can be adopted based on the municipality’ sgoalsand the other typesof regulations
(zoning, subdivision and land devel opment, etc.) inthecommunity. Thestate providesmodel ordinances
based on the municipdity’s needs, which are updated to meet the newest regul ations. Because noneof the
municipaitieswithinthe study areahave azoning ordinance or subdivision andland devel opment ordinance,
each municipdity should, at thevery least, review their current floodplain ordinance and updateit accord-
ingly. A model floodplain ordinance, whichisdated April 1998 and representsthe most current state
regulations, hasbeenincluded inAppendix B. By reviewing and updating these ordinances, municipalities
will becompleting thefirst step toward devel oping amore comprehensive zoning or subdivision and land
development plan.
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E. MUNICIPALITIES

1. Population Centers

According to 2000 Censusfigures, thetota popula-
tionfor themunicipalitieslocated withinthe Upper
Crooked Creek watershed study areaaccounted for 21.3
percent of total population of IndianaCounty and
Armstrong County combined (US Department of Com-
merce, 2000). IndianaCounty municipalitiesmadeupthe
majority of the 34,865 personsresiding inthe study area
(Chartsl-1, 1-2, and I-3).

Population density within thewatershed varied
greatly among the boroughsand the townships. 1n 2000,
the population density for Indiana County was 108 people
per square milewhileArmstrong County’s population
density was 112 people per squaremile. Theaverage
populaion dengty for municipditieswithinthe
watershed (100 people per square mile) was
lower than the county averages. Thepopula-
tion per square mileof theten municipalities
within Indiana County was 103 people per
squaremile, whilethe average of thefour
municipalitieswithin Armstrong County was
only 63 people per squaremile.

Population centersareloca eswherethe
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Chart I-1 - Population Distribution
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population density isgreater than 500 people
per square mile. Withinthewatershed, popula-
tion centersincluded Creekside, Marion
Center, Plumville, and Sheloctain Indiana
County; and Atwood and Eldertonin
Armstrong County (Figure 3). Anadditional
high-density areawaslocated in the portion of
White Township near IndianaBorough, which
congstsof newer housing devel opmentsand
small commercial aress.

Ananaysisof thepopulation characteris-

Chart I-2 - Percent of Population

Armstrong County,
Percent of Popoulation Residing in

Watershed Municipality
5,780
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ticsof the study areawas completed to identify
which communitiesand segmentsof the popu-
lation could beimpacted by policiesregarding

Chart I-3 - Percent of Population

future development (Tablel-2). Theage cohort breakdown isimportant to consider because of the special-
ized needsand demands exerted upon various municipal and county servicesby the different age groups.
The“wage-earners’ group (ages 18-64) isthe portion of the population that isusually considered techni-
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Popul ation Distribution, 1990-2000
Percent of Population | Percent of Population 18- | Percent of Population
Total Population >18 64 64+
1990 2000 1990 2000 1990 2000 1990 2000
Pennsylvania 11,881,643 235 61.1 15.4
Indiana County 89,994 89,605 23.3 21.1 62.9 64.0 13.8 14.9
Armstrong Township 3,048 3,000 310 25.6 60.3 64.0 87 10.4
Cherryhill Township 2,764 2,842 27.0 242 60.9 64.1 123 117
Creekside Borough 337 323 214 195 63.5 61.0 151 195
East Mahoning Township 1,140 1,196 337 29.2 55.1 59.9 11.1 10.9
Ernest 492 501 234 269 52.1 56.1 246 17.0
Marion Center 476 451 286 26.8 559 58.6 155 14.6
Rayne Township 3,339 3,292 29.6 2.1 60.5 64.5 9.9 134
Shelocta Borough 108 127 296 26.0 537 56.7 16.7 17.3
Washington Township 1,861 1,805 30.9 255 59.9 65.1 9.2 94
White Township 13,788 14,034 223 20.0 62.0 60.2 157 19.8
Young Township 1,805 1,744 254 26.7 570 56.2 17.6 17.1
Municipalities within Study Area
(Indiana Co.) 29,158 29,405 275 24.8 583 60.6 14.2 14.6
Armstrong County 73,478 72,392 24 229 58.4 66.6 17.6 105
Atwood Borough 121 112 A 25.0 54 62.5 12.0 125
Cowanshannock Township 2,813 3,006 26 27.1 57 56.8 17.0 16.1
Hderton Borough 373 358 23 22.3 53 57.0 24.0 20.7
Plumcreek township 2,400 2304 27 220 60 61.9 130 16.1
Municipalities within Study Area
(Armstrong Co.) 5,707 5,780 272 24.0 57.6 60.7 152 152

Table -2 - 1990 and 2000 Population Distribution

caly ableto providefor and makes up thelabor force of themunicipality. Thisage group utilizesmany
community facilitiesand services, but also supportsthem through incomeand property taxes. Other age
groups, such asthose over the age of 65 are of retirement age and usual ly require additional medical ser-
vicesand speciaized housing needs asthey become older. Theagegroup, whichincludesthoseresidents
under theageof 18, asorequiresspecialized services. Infantsand toddlers of working parentsmay require
speciaized childcare servicessuch asday care. Asthesechildren get older they will enroll inthepublic
education or private education system. Itisimportant that government leadersare aware of the current
populationtrends. Thiswill enablethemto properly planfor thefutureincluding additional schoolsor
assgedlivingfacilities.

The communitieswithin the watershed study areahad an average age of 35.8 yearsin 2000, which
wasdightly higher than theaverage age of IndianaCounty (35.5 years) and dightly lower than Armstrong
County average (38.6 years).

On acounty-wide basis, between 2000 and 1990, Armstrong County decreased itsover 65 popula-
tion by 1.1 percent, whilethe under 65 popul ation increased by approximately 7.1 percent. Indiana
County’sover 65 populationincreased by 1.1 percent whiletheir under 65 population decreased by 1.1
percent.

Historical censusdataindicated that Armstrong County had lost 0.1 percent of itspopul ation between
1950 and 1990. From 1990 to 2000, it was estimated that the county’s popul ation decreased by lessthan
1.5 percent. Thefiguresfor IndianaCounty showed that the popul ation had incresed by 14.3 percent
between 1950 and 1990. Thelargest increase occurred during the 1970swhen the county had atotal
population of 92,281 people. Recent estimatesreveaed areverseinthistrend, with the county losing less
than 0.5 percent of its popul ation between 1990 and 2000. During theforty year period from 1950to
2000 Pennsylvaniasaw its popul ation grow by over 12 percent.
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2. Zoning

The Upper Crooked Creek Watershed study areaincludesall, or portionsof, fifteen municipalities.
Eleven of these arelocated in IndianaCounty, whilefour arelocated in Armstrong County. Duringthe
preparation of thisplan, none of the municipalitieswithin the study areahad adopted azoning ordinance.

I ndiana County hasenacted a Specia Recreation and Conservation Zoning Ordinancewhich has
jurisdiction over the portion of any public or private property surrounding the county parksof Blue Spruce
Park, Pine Ridge Park, and Heml ock L ake Park; aswell as Yellow Creek State Park (Indiana County,
1973, asamended). Theseparkscover portionsof Cherryhill, Rayne, and Washington Townshipsinthe
study area.

ThelndianaCounty Specia Recreation and Conservation Ordinance establishestwo zones, aBuffer
Zoneand aConservation Zone. According to the ordinance, theintent of the Buffer Zoneisto strictly
control thetype, density, and quality of development in the areasimmediately adjacent to the parks. This
zoneisdesigned to protect the parks agai nst immediate encroachment by usesthat are, or have apotential
to be, detrimental to the park operationsor facilities, or which may detract from therecreational atmosphere
of thepark. Theintent of the Conservation Zoneisto protect against the development of detrimental land
useswithin closeproximity of theparks, particularly withinand immediately beyond theidentified drainage
basinsserving the parks. Asthelakesand streamsarethefocal pointsof each park, the primary concerns
of theregulatory provisionsareto ensure adequate protection for the quantity and quality of the park
waters, and to prohibit any usethat posesapotential to degradethe park waters.

None of the municipditiesin the study areahave enacted a Subdivision and Land Devel opment
Ordinance. However, these municipalitiesare covered under the Indiana County Subdivision Ordinance or
theArmstrong County Subdivision and Land Devel opment Ordinance.

During the development of thisplan, State Correctional I nstitution-Pine Grovewasbeing constructed
inWhite Township. Thisfacility, which openedin January 2001, hasamaximum capacity of 500 inmates
and provides 250 full-timejobs. After itisconstructed, the prisonisforecasted to generate 750 spin-off
jobs. Whilethe prisonfacility itself islocated outside of thewatershed, the sewagelineto servicethefacility
bisectsthe study area. Accessto thissewagelinewill dramatically increasethe amount of land availablefor
development. Asmentioned above, theonly land use controlsfor any of the municipalitiesin thewatershed
arethendianaCounty Subdivision Ordinanceand theArmstrong County Subdivisionand Land Develop-
ment Ordinance. Not only could thishave anegativeimpact on the watershed, but also on theroads, the
landscape, and theway of lifeinthearea.

Another issuethat should be addressed because of itspotentia impacts on thewatershed isthat of
logging. Currently, forestry (Iogging, lumbering, pul pwood extraction, and other practicesof forestry) isa
Specia Exception usein both the Buffer Zoneand the Conservation Zone. Thismeansthat loggingis
permitted only after permissionisgiven by the Zoning Hearing Board, and when the request meetsthe
following requirements:

1. Theproposed timbering operation must be clearly demonstrated to bewithin the
best management practicesfor theland and timber stand.
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2. Logging plansmust be prepared by aqualified forester.

3. Theforestry practicesof age management isstrongly recommended. Plansmay be
prepared and reviewed for an age management operation whichwill be conducted
over anumber of years.

4. Plansfor thetimbering operation shall bereviewed and approved by the Indiana County
Conservation Didtrict, and any other regulatory agency (IndianaCounty, 1973, as
amended).

According to the IndianaCounty Office of Planning and Development (B. Baronack, persona com-
muni cation, July 2000), there aretwo problems associ ated with the existing regulations. Enforcement of the
ordinanceisdifficult because of the number of operations, and thelogging roads are not being properly re-
seeded allowing sediment to wash into the streams and negatively impact thewatershed.

3. Government Structure

IndianaCounty, Pennsylvania, isclassified asasixth class county based on its 1990 popul ation ac-
cording to the PennsylvaniaCounty Code. The governmenta structureand servicesprovided varies
according totheclassification of thecounty. Indianautilizesthegovernmental structure outlined bel ow.

Elected Governing Officia s—Board of Commissioners, which areelected every four years. The
Board of Commissionersischaired by themgority party and iselected by theboard itself. IndianaCounty
hasthreecommissioners.

Row Offices—Ninerow officesmust befilled according to sixth class county classification mandates.
Theseinclude:
o Siff
» Coroner
* Recorder of Deeds
* Register of Willsand Clerk of Orphans Courts
* Prothonotary and Clerk of Courts
e Tressurer
» DigrictAttorney
e Jury Commissioners
*  County Auditors

IndianaCounty hasatotal of 38 municipalities (14 boroughsand 24 second-classtownships.) The
individual municipalitiesarerespons blefor the maintenance of local roads, code enforcement, ordinance
adminigtration, issuance of permitsand licensing of businesses, and tax collection. Inaddition, municipaities
may provideadditiona servicesthat couldincludeitemssuch asrecreational amenities, publiclibraries,
emergency services, water, sewage and garbage services. Onefunction of local government isto decide
whento enact local planning and zoning ordinances. ThelndianaCounty Office of Planning and Develop-
ment currently administers ordinancesfor those municipalitieswho have not adopted land use ordinances.
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I ndiana County boroughsare of theweak Mayor form of government. Thistypeof government
structure utilizes Borough Council asthe governing body and the Borough Council President asthe Chief
Governing Officid, instead of the Mayor. Other el ected officialsincludethetax collector, tax assessor, and
auditor.

Every townshipin IndianaCounty isclassfied asasecond-classtownship and e ectsthree Township
Supervisorsasthegoverning body. The supervisorsare elected on astaggered basisfor six year termswith
one of the supervisors serving asthe chairperson. Townshipsalso elect atax collector and tax assessor,
plusthreeauditorsto assist in the management of thetownship. Inaddition to traditional road maintenance,
the supervisorsareresponsiblefor enforcement of local ordinances, building codes, and the coll ection of
taxes. Sometownshipswill also providewater and sewage servicesand issue building permits.

Withinthe study area, thereare six boroughsand ninetownships (Cherryhill and Young Townships
werenot includedin statistical cal culationsbecause of their limited contribution to population and land
acreage datistics).

In order to ascertain thetype of servicesprovided and land use or building ordinances adopted, a
municipal survey wasdevel oped and mailed to themunicipalitieslocated within thestudy area. Atotal of
thirteen responseswerereceived.

Of thosereponding, six have prepared aPA Act 537 plan in accordance with Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (PADEP) regulations. Only two municipalitieshad adopted comprehen-
sive plansand subdivision and land devel opment ordinances, and none of the respondentsindicated that
they had azoning ordinance. Three of thecommunities had dangerous structures, salvagerestriction, and
garbageordinances. Publicwater wasavailableinsix of municipalities, and theavailability of public sewage
wasdlightly lessfor the municipalitieswho responded to the survey. Only three of themunicipalitiesindi-
cated that they are experiencing growth.

F. TranspPoORTATION FACILITIES

Thevitdity of acommunity isoften dictated by the mobility and accessafforded by thelocal and
regiona transportation system. Theroads, bridges, parking lots, traffic signa's, and public transportation
system, which make up the transportation infrastructure, augment therevitalization of commercid areasand
improvethequality of life. Todetermineif the study areahasan adequate transportationinfrastructurein
placeto serveitsresidents, athorough examination of the existing transportation network must occur.

TheUpper Crooked Creek watershed hasawell-maintained and well-establi shed transportation
network. The project areahas severa magjor roadwaysand isa so inter-connected with numerousarterial
roadways(Figure3). Inaddition, theproject areahasanindudtrid rail sysemwithfreight rall systems
serving nine customers moving goods and mining resources acrosstheregion. Air transportisavailablein
both counties.

Inthe Upper Crooked Creek watershed thereare 461 milesof roadsthat provide residentswith the
meanstotravel efficiently from hometo work and to access services (Figure 3, Table1-3). Accordingto
the Pennsylvania Department of Trangportation (PennsylvaniaDepartment of Transportation[PENNDOT],
1995), the number of local roadsfar outweighsthe number of maor roadswithin the study area.
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M ajor Roads 1. Roadway Inventory
US Highways |26 miles Based on function, roadswithinthe
Total Miles for M ajor Roads = 26 miles watershed can beclassified into oneof the
State Routes 133 miles following categories.
Township and Other Roads  |302 miles Freeway: Amultilanedivided
Total Miles for Local Roads = 435 miles highway having aminimum of twolanes

Tablel-3 Milesof Road by PENNDOT Classification for exclusive use of trafficin each direc-

tionand full control of accessand egress.
A freeway may beclassfied asaprincipa arterial.

Expressway: A divided arteria highway for through trafficwith partia control of accessand with
grade separation at major intersections.

Arterial Sreets: Highwaysthat provideinter-county or inter-municipd traffic of substantial volumes.
These highways should accommaodate speeds up to 55 miles per hour (mph). Thesetraffic routesmay be
classfied asprincipa or minor arterids.

Collector Sreets: Trafficroutesthat connect minor streetsto arteria highwaysand generaly serve
inter-county andinter-municipa traffic. They may serveastraffic corridorsconnecting residential areaswith
industrial, shopping, and other residentia areasand usually accommodate operating speedsat 35t0 45

mph.

Minor Sreets. Roadsthat providedirect accessto abutting land and connectionsto higher classes of
roadways. Trafficvolumesareusudly low and travel short distances. These streetsand roads should be
designed for operating speedsof 25 mph.

Theroad network within the study areais comprised of USroutesand township roads. Two US
routesarelocated within thewatershed, US Route 119 and US Route 422. Other traffic routes|ocated
withinthewatershed are classified asminor arteria and collector roads.

2. Mgor Through-Ways

USRoute 119 travel snorth and south, bisecting IndianaCounty. US Route 119 can be considered
both an expressway and an arteria street depending uponitsfunction at variouslocations. Enteringthe
watershed north of IndianaBorough inWhite Township, US Route 119 beginsitspath into the watershed as
anexpressway. Asit crossesthe Rayne Township border, theroadway isclassified asan arterial street. US
Route 119 isamgor through traffic routeto Marion Center, which isone of thelargest employment centers
inthestudy area.

USRoute 422 travel seast and west and entersthe watershed after serving asabypass around
IndianaBorough. Similar to US Route 119, US Route 422 also acts asboth an expressway and an arterial
street. Entering thewatershed in IndianaCounty at the border of Armstrong Township, itisamgor through
traffic routeto Shelocta. US Route 422 continues east into Armstrong County where accessisprovidedto
popul ation centers such asKittanning.
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3. Other Traffic Routes

Theremaining roadswithin the watershed provide anetwork of vehicular traffic corridorsto access
thesitesand communitiesfound in Indianaand Armstrong County.

a) Ralil

Complementing the extensive network of roadswithinthestudy areaisafreight rail system. Freight
rail systemshave historically moved large amounts of goodsand a so have served to transport travelers.
Freight rail systemscan aso be used asatourist related resource as sightseeing tripsare becoming increas-

ingly popular.

Themgor rail linesin IndianaCounty arethe Buffalo & Pittsburgh Railroad, Inc., Norfolk Southern,
andtheNationa Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). Two privaterail facilities, PennsylvaniaElectric
and R.J. Corman Railroad Company, arelocated in IndianaCounty. Inaddition, anew Norfolk Southern
linewill serveKeystone Power Plant located in Plum Creek Township, Armstrong County.

b) Air

Theavailability of air travel isessentia to the movement of peopleand goodsinto and out of the
region. Servingasaconvenient and faster way to moveitemsfrom oneareato another, air travel isalso
used for medical emergenciesand military transport. IndianaCounty hasoneair facility, the IndianaCounty/
Jmmy Stewart Airport that hasarunway length of 4,000 feet and arunway surface of bituminous asphalt.
Armstrong County hasoneair facility, McVilleField, whichislocated in South Buffalo Township. This
facility hasa2,268 foot-long turf runway. Both of theseair facilitiesarelocated outside of the study area.

G MAJOR EMPLOYERS

Inthelast decade, both Armstrong and Indiana County have experienced varying levelsof growthin
employment; however, both have unemployment ratesthreeto four pointshigher than the state average.

Datafor thissection wasacquired from second quarter unemployment compensation tax reportsfiled
by employersand published in thefollowing documents. Pennsylvania County Industry Trends 1994-1998,
(Penn State Data Center, 1999); the 1999 Indiana County Data Book, (Penn State Data Center, 1999);
and the 1990 US Census (U.S. Department of Commerce, 1991).

Workforce and employment figures show that the study areaislocated in an areathat istypical of the
western Pennsylvaniaregion when cons dering economic conditionsand employment opportunities. These
economic statistics show aregionintrangtion, with ahigher than average unemployment rate and generaly
low industrial growth rates.

1. Armstrong County

According to the 1990 Census (U.S. Department of Commerce, 1991), Armstrong County had a
total of 31,171 personsinthecivilian labor force and an unemployment rate of 8.2 percent for 1990. In
January of 2000, the estimated number of personsin the Armstrong County’scivilian labor force had
decreased to 30,900 persons. The unemployment rate also fell to 7.9 percent over thisten-year period.

From 1994-98, Armstrong County experienced growth in the number of establishmentsfor the
followingindustries: agriculture, forestry and fishing; construction; transportation; retail trade; finance,

insurance, real estate; and services sectors.
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Although the county experienced alessthan 21.8 percent decreasein mining, thissector remainsone
of theprimary industriesinthe county. MininginArmstrong County isclassified into threetypes: coa
mining, oil/gasextraction, and mining and quarrying. In 1994 therewere 54 establishmentsthat employed
1,282 persons, with themgjority in coa mining.

2. IndianaCounty

AccordingtotheU.S. Department of Commerce (1991), Indiana County had 38,602 personslisted
inthecivilian labor force and an unemployment rate of 8.8 percent. During theten-year period between
1990 and 2000, unemployment levelsfor Indiana County remained abovethe stateaverage. 1n 1997, while
the state unemployment rate was 5.2 percent, Indiana County was experiencing an unemployment ratethat
wasamost three pointshigher (8.1 percent). In January 2000, the estimated number of personsin thelabor
forceinIndianaCounty declined ascompared to 1990 statistics, listing 35,600 personsavailableto work.

According to the 1999 Indiana County State Data Book (Penn State Data Center, 1999), the majority
of Indiana County workers(75.7 percent) wereemployed in the private sector; 16.1 percent wereem-
ployedinlocal, state, or federa government; and 7.4 percent werelisted asself-employed. The primary
industry inIndianaCounty was manufacturing.

According to the Pennsylvania County Industry Trends 1994-1994, (Penn State Data Center, 1999),
theindustrial base of the county experienced growth inthe number of establishmentsin thefollowing sectors:
agriculture, forestry, and fishing; construction; manufacturing; and services. Thewholesaetrade sector
experienced an 11.8 percent decreasein the number of establishments operating within IndianaCounty. In
1994, Indiana County had 119 wholesal e trade establishments and by 1998 thisnumber had fallen to 105
wholesaleestablishments.

According to thelndiana County Office of Planning and Development (B. Baronak, personal commu-
nication, June 1999), thelargest employer inthe county isIndianaUniversity of Pennsylvania. Thelndiana
Hospital, Indiana School Digtrict, and state and local governmentsall rank inthetop ten employerslocated
within IndianaCounty. Inaddition, GPU Energy, Specidty Tiresof America, and Westinghouse Speciaty
Metalsaredl listed in thetop ten major employersfor the county.

Marion Center isthe primary employment center within the study areawith onemajor employer
(>100 employees), the Marion Center Area School District, which has 220 workers.

H. OuTsTANDING OR UNIQUE FEATURES

No outstanding or uniquefeatureswereidentified withinthe project study area.
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